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Xinjiang, named in 1759 by Emperor Qianlong (乾隆 1711-1799) of the Manchu-led
Qing dynasty of China, was ruled by the Qing from the final phase of the Dzungar-Qing
Wars when the Dzungar Khanate was conquered, and lasted until the fall of the
imperial dynasty in 1912. Based on rare ancient maps and historical archives, the book
tells stories of Xinjiang during the Qing. It involves Emperor Qianlong, Fragrant
concubine (xiangfei 香妃, Uyghur concubine married with Emperor Qianlong), Lady
Catherine (the wife of the British consul-general in Kashgar at the end of the 19th
century, and lived in Xinjiang for nearly two decades), Swedish missionaries (persisted
in spreading Christianity for 38 years among Uyghurs who believed in Islam), Guan
Gong temples (the belief in Lord Guan, a religious tradition of the Han and Manchus)
and so on.

About the AuthorWang Yao is currently an associate professor in the Institute of
Ethnology and Anthropology at Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. His academic
interests include ancient maps, ancient globes, historical geography of Xinjiang and
history of Sino-Western exchange.--This text refers to the paperback edition.
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am a lifelong devotee of the field of history and a lover of cartography. In this book, I
have chosen to merge my two passions by retelling the history of Xinjiang Province
with the use of old maps.In ancient China, people believed that the heavens were
round, and the Earth was square; therefore, they used the character yu — which
originally meant the square chassis of a cart — to refer to the Earth. Maps — whether
they depicted topography, water systems, or cities — were called yu tu, or “square
images”.These “square images” are important primary resources that comprise a wealth
of geographical and ethnological information about China in the past. Where
widespread education is concerned, maps have the merit of being more intuitive,
concrete and concise than the vast corpus of extant Chinese texts, which are
notoriously dense and difficult to decipher. These merits make maps an effective yet
under-utilized tool for sharing knowledge about the history. This book is my attempt in
this direction — to use maps as a means of retelling the story of Xinjiang.So, then,
what is the “story of Xinjiang”? This question comprises two aspects, the first being
the matter of how to define Xinjiang. For the purposes of this book, “Xinjiang” globally
refers to the region under the jurisdiction of the General of Ili following the
unification of China under Emperor Qianlong of Qing, much of which overlaps with the
Xinjiang of today. Meanwhile, “story” refers to all events of the past that have made
Xinjiang what it is today.***In its retelling of Xinjiang’s history, this book will, above
all else, place an emphasis on accuracy. This emphasis is related to my academic
background: in the field of history, we are taught that every conclusion, no matter how
big or small, must be backed up by evidence. Therefore, readers can rest assured that
every detail cited in this book (whether it be an event, date, population number, or



name of a person or place) is corroborated by historical sources.In addition to old
maps, this book will also illustrate the history of Xinjiang with the aid of historic
photos, portraits, stone rubbings and other media. Over 70 images have been collected
within the covers of this book, where they serve as important visual accompaniments
to textual accounts. In this way, readers whose time is limited may still gain small
insights into Xinjiang by simply consulting some of the pictures. Of course, consulting
both the images and the text is the best way to develop a comprehensive
understanding of the subject.Allow me to reiterate: this is not an academic text, but
rather my attempt to write an accessible accounts of Xinjiang’s history.***Although I
am originally from Shandong Province, I earned my academic qualifications and based
my career in Beijing. I have not lived in Xinjiang Province for an extended period of
time. Every time I travel to Xinjiang for work, it’s for a month at most — and
sometimes, for no longer than a week. My knowledge about Xinjiang is primarily
derived from historic texts, modern research and my own personal reflections.
Consequently, this book merely depicts Xinjiang as I understand it — as a region of
great hybridity and diversity.This diversity is comparable to a kaleidoscope — colorful
and ever-changing — or like the night sky, with its myriad celestial bodies. Since
ancient times until today, Xinjiang has always contained multitudes.Xinjiang’s complex
topography has granted it deserts, oases, glaciers, and grasslands. On these striking
backdrops live a total of 13 different peoples, including the Han, Uyghur, Kazak, Hui,
Mongol, Xibe and Manchurian ethnic groups. These 13 groups speak different languages
(11 in total) and have different religious beliefs: some are Buddhist, some are Muslim,
and others are Christian. In this way, the people of Xinjiang are as diverse and vibrant
as the landscapes they share.What I hope to convey to my readers through this book is
the plurality of Xinjiang, which extends far beyond simplistic and clichéd descriptions
of “bountiful fruit harvests and beautiful dancing women” such as those found in folk
songs like The Girls of Daban City.-- How did Michel Benoist, the French missionary
who participated in the design of the Yuanming Palace’s “Zodiac Fountain”, become
involved in drawing the map of Xinjiang during the reign of Emperor Qianlong?-- What
famous legend involves Emperor Qianlong, the “western territories” and a “fragrant
concubine”? Did Emperor Qianlong take a concubine from the Western reaches of
China? Is the Fragrant Concubine a real person?-- What did Zhang Mu, who drew maps
of Xinjiang, experience in his lifetime? Why was he disqualified from obtaining an
official rank and title, and what led him to devote himself to the history and geography
of China’s northwestern reaches?-- How did Qi Shiyi get his peculiar name, which
literally means “Seventy-One”? What can his book The Sights and Sounds of the West,
teach us?-- Why is it that the Comprehensive Map of Xinjiang, which was drawn and
released in bookstores during the reign of Emperor Guangxu, bears an authorial seal



from the reign of Emperor Kangxi?-- From her home on the Bailiwick of Jersey in the
English Channel, how would Lady Catherine Macartney, the wife of British consul Sir
George Macartney, reflect on her experiences as a young woman living in the town of
Kashgar in south Xinjiang for 17 years (between the ages of 21 and 38)? Her husband
was half-Chinese — in his veins ran the blood of a woman who fought in the Taiping
Rebellion. What adversities did he face?-- What can Xinjiang’s fangshen temples, the
“Temples of Emperor Guan” found throughout the Tianshan mountain ranges, and the
Swedish missionary who tirelessly protected Kashgar for 46 years, tell us about the
importance of beliefs?-- What was the significance of historical events such as the
“Defense of the West” in the Tianshan mountain ranges by tens of thousands of Eight
Banner soldiers; the migration of the Xibe soldiers from Northeast China to Xinjiang,
and the Torgut people’s fight and withdraw to Ili via the Volga River?-- Faint traces of
ancient cities, once-busy roads that lay in disrepair, and stone monuments that stand
proud on Gedeng Mountain — what violent stories loom under these artefacts?… One
by one, the answers to each of these questions will be revealed.Part OneOld Maps and
the Imperial Rule1. Emperor Qianlong, the Jesuit missionaries, and land surveyingMaps
are a visual recording of a nation’s borders, cities, major waterways and mountains.
Throughout history, they have played a crucial role in confirming a nation’s territory
and sovereignty. “The definition of a nation’s boundaries is known as ’registering and
mapping’. The household registry provides information about the nation’s people,
whereas the map reveals information about the land.” (Draft History of Qing).
Therefore, the production of maps and the study of cartography have been
consistently valued from one Chinese dynasty to another.In 1761, 16 years after
arriving in China, the French Jesuit missionary Michel Benoist (1715-1774) was
entrusted with a mission of great importance by Emperor Qianlong of Qing: to
integrate the results of land surveys in Xinjiang Province with the maps in Emperor
Kangxi’s Overview Maps of Imperial Territories in order to create the all-new Atlas of
the Imperial Court of Qianlong.Image 1 : French missionary Michel BenoistIf Emperor
Qianlong trusted Michel Benoist with such a monumental task, it is largely because of
Benoist’s prior accomplishments within the fields of architecture, astronomy and
geography. In 1747, Benoist was appointed by Emperor Qianlong to a team of
specialists responsible for constructing the Western Mansions (Xiyang Lou) of the
Garden of Eternal Spring (Changchun Yuan), one of the three gardens of the Old
Summer Palace (Yuanming Yuan). For this project, Benoist designed and guided the
construction of the first European-style fountains in China, which the Chinese called
Dashuifa — literally, “great water mastery”. After the first fountain in front of the
Pavilion of “Harmonious Surprise and Delight” (Xieqiqu) was completed in 1747, Benoist
designed and oversaw the construction of a number of water features in other parts



of the palace grounds, such as the reservoir, the aviary, the labyrinth, the “Hall of
Calm Seas”, and the “Observatory of Distant Oceans”. Located on the western side of
Weiming Lake in Peking University, the stone sculpture of a fish flapping its tailfin was
originally an ornamental sculpture in Benoist’s first fountain.Similarly, the bronze
sculptures representing the heads of the twelve zodiac animals shown in Image 2 —
which have, in recent years, garnered significant attention both in China and abroad
due to their repatriation — were originally part of a fountain constructed under Michel
Benoist’s supervision. In the center of a pond was one large fountain. This large
fountain was flanked by twelve bronze sculptures (six on each side) depicting the faces
of Chinese zodiacs. The smaller fountains take turns spraying water, rotating once
every two hours. At noon, all of them spray simultaneously. This fusion of Chinese and
European aesthetics was, at the time, completely unprecedented and earned the
fervent praise of Emperor Qianlong.Image 2 : Dragon and tiger headsIn addition to
being a talented architect, Michel Benoist is also well known for his accomplishments
in astronomy and geography. In 1760, as a gift toEmperor Qianlong on his 50th
birthday, Benoist made a stunningly intricate map of the world measuring 1.84m high
and 3.66 m wide, entitled Kunyu Wanguo Quantu, or “A Map of the Myriad Countries of
the World”. The next year, the emperor appointed him to produce the Atlas of the
Imperial Court.The Atlas of the Imperial Court is a revised and improved version of
Emperor Kangxi’s Overview Maps of Imperial Territories. These maps were produced
during Kangxi’s reign, with the collaboration of the European missionaries Jean-
Baptiste Régis, Matteo Ricci, Joachim Bouvet and Petrus Jartoux, as well as Chinese
experts such as He Guodong, Suo Zhu and Ming Antu. They were primarily based on on-
site surveys, but also made use of trapezoidal projection, triangulation and
astronomical observations. One of the maps produced and compiled in this collection
was the Complete Map of Hami, a prefecture in eastern Xinjiang Province.In 1755,
Emperor Qianlong’s army defeated the Dzungar Khanate and occupied northern
Xinjiang. Four years later, when the Qing army successfully suppressed the Revolt of
the Altishahr Khojas (in modern-day southwest Xinjiang), northern and southern
Xinjiang were finally unified under Qing rule. Afterwards, Emperor Qianlong issued the
following edict: “The military strategists of the western territories have emerged
victorious; their great army has arrived in the Prefecture of Ili. All Dzungar territories
are to be incorporated into the maps and registry… Their mountains, waterways and
roads should be meticulously surveyed and included in the Atlas of the Imperial Court
so as the reflect the expansion of the Qing Empire.” (Veritable Records of the Gaozong
Reign of Qing.)
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P Choi, “Xinjiang story via maps. Its one of the very few books on the region that is
still available to read now given the bad media on the region. Its important to
understand history of any region and using maps as documentary proof of any
discussion is authentic.Worth a read.”

The book by Delores Dochterman Benson has a rating of 5 out of 5.0. 1 people have
provided feedback.
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